Friends of Hertford Museum
OCTOBER 2022

Details about Meetings on Page 3

Message from the Chair
Hello and welcome to Newsletter no 3 of 2022.
What a long and hot period we have had with desert-like conditions in our gardens and a
battle to keep just some of the flowers and vegetables alive!
Since then we heard the sad news about The Queen. She played such an iconic part of
this country over the last seventy years. Her passing on 8 September is very much the end
of an era over eight decades, fifteen British prime ministers and visits to over one hundred
countries. We shall all have memories of her, including some who have been privileged to
meet her personally. Above all she was a lady of great service, wisdom, commitment and
a deep faith. To think that she was working until two days before she died is quite
remarkable. Our thoughts and prayers are very much with the new King and the Royal
Family.
Our annual outing this year was to Waterford Church on 21 June. The sun shone on the
magnificent gold mosaic and those who attended will have seen the beautiful William
Morris stained glass windows amongst other things. A report on the Garden Party from
Sally Paque (part of the “six pack”, of Excells, Spences and Paques!) follows elsewhere.
The story of our first forty years was on display, kindly assembled by Dave Wallis.
Our Tuesday monthly meetings recommenced in September, on the third Tuesday of the
month, at the St Andrew’s Centre. Do invite your friends to join us. Visitors are very
welcome at £3 per session and can just turn up.
Sue Dunkley has already organised the meetings programme for almost all of 2023!
Our AGM will be followed by Jean Riddell’s talk about Hertford’s Early Men of Music on 18
October and, on Tuesday 21 November, Guy Thomas will tell us about 110 Years of
Aviation in Hertfordshire. In December we shall be at Hertford Museum for our Christmas
Social.
Pam Brittain has once again agreed to organise the questions for our popular Quiz Night
which returns on Friday 14 October. It will be held at Sele Farm Community Centre. Tables
of eight. Tickets at £12 each include a ploughman’s supper. Bring your own drinks and
glasses. Tickets available now from the Museum and Fran Wallis.
Donations of prizes for the Quiz Night raffle will be gratefully received. Please contact Fran
Wallis via the Museum or by email: friendsofhertfordmuseum@outlook.com
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An exciting new event for us is to be held in All Saints’ Church on Saturday 26 November.
In collaboration with both Hertford Art Society and All Saints’ Church, there will be a
display of art for sale. We shall give the money raised by the sale of the donated artworks
to the Museum to add to the funds we promised for updating their IT equipment in our 40th
year. In the evening, from 6.30 to 8.30 pm, there will be a reception to which all Friends
are invited along with other supporters of Hertford Museum. There will be no ticket charge
but we hope that donations for drinks and nibbles will cover our costs. The reception will
take the place of our pre-Christmas social this year. See page 12.

Charles Ledsam

Roy Davis
We were sorry to learn of the passing of Roy Davis who, along with his wife Maureen,
was a Friend for over ten years. We thank them both for their support of the Museum and
send our sincere condolences to Maureen and their family.

Dates for your Diary
Our regular meetings up to April 2023 are on page 3.
Here are some more dates for you.

2022
Fri. 14 October – Quiz Night – see page 12 for details and information about tickets.
Sat. 26 November – The Art Sale and Evening Reception – see page 12 for more
information.

2023
Tues. 16 May – 8 pm – St. Andrew’s Centre, St. Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1HZ
Cromer Windmill – a talk by Andrew Nixon
Tues. 20 June – 8 pm – A Quiz Trail around Hertford, beginning at Saint Andrew’s
Centre and finishing there for answers and teas/coffees.
Tues. 18 July – Visit to Shire Hall, Hertford and talk by Philip Sheail about the history of
the building. (Time to be confirmed)

Welcome to New Friends
A warm welcome to Sue and Wendell Newbold, Pat Fairbrass and Bern Edwards
We look forward to seeing you at our meetings.
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Programme for October 2022 to April 2023
Our October meeting is at the St. Andrew’s Centre.
Please note that in November and February our talks will be via Zoom.
In March we shall be back at the St. Andrew’s Centre.
Tues. 18 Oct – 8 pm – St. Andrew’s Centre, St. Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1HZ
AGM followed by Hertford’s Early Men of Music – a talk by Jean Riddell
Local historian and FOHM member, Jean will share her findings about three men who,
during the 18th and 19th centuries, gradually brought about a change from sacred to
secular music in Hertford and introduced both subscription and public concerts, as well as
nationally known musicians to the town.
Tues. 15 Nov – 8 pm - On Zoom
110 Years of Aviation in Heritage in Hertfordshire – a talk by Guy Thomas
Guy has a lifelong interest in aviation heritage and has published several aeronautical
drawings and articles. He is a volunteer Tour Guide at the RAF Museum at Hendon and is
a committee member of the East Herts Aviation Society. He researched and produced his
illustrated talk during the Covid pandemic lockdown and hopes that it will help inform
listeners of the rich and diverse history of aviation achievements in the County.
Sat. 26 November – Art Sale with evening reception for FOHM Members and others.
Details about this event are on page 12. Please do come along to the evening reception,
6.30 to 8.30 pm, as this will be our pre Christmas social instead of having it in December.
January – Winter Break
Tues. 21 Feb – 8 pm – on Zoom
Hertford and its Landscape – a talk by Dr Anne Rowe
For many years Anne Rowe has not only been undertaking her own research but has also,
as Research Group Co-ordinator of the Hertfordshire Gardens Trust, been helping others
with their research for the Trust that is used to help protect Hertfordshire’s landscape
history. She is both sole author and co-author of several books on the subject.
Tues. 21 March – 8 pm – St. Andrew’s Centre, St. Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1HZ
Hidden Art in Hertfordshire – a talk by Ann Marie Parker
FOHM member Ann Marie has equally entertained and informed us in the past with her
talks on different topics, often about books or art. The title of her new talk for us is very
intriguing and she is sure to entertain and inform us again! Come and find out what she
has to say this time.
Tues. 18 April – 8 pm – St. Andrew’s Centre, St. Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1HZ
The Enigmatic Mr. Green – a talk by Jean Riddell
Contact Us
If you wish to contact a committee member you may do so via Hertford Museum - Tel: 01992 582686

or by email: friendsofhertfordmuseum@outlook.com
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Victorian Hertford and the Rifle Volunteers
A talk by Philip Sheail on 17 May 2022

Rifle Volunteers on Parade
Copyright Hertford Museum

FOHM member, Museum volunteer and local historian, Philip Sheail has kindly shared his
research with us several times in the past. We were pleased to welcome him back to
enlighten us about the response in Hertford to the possible threat of war.
Thank you Philip for another entertaining and informative talk.
Philip explained that while helping at the Museum, cataloguing newspaper cuttings from
the late Victorian and Edwardian periods, he kept coming across references to Volunteers
(capital ‘V’). This puzzled him as he understood that after 1856 the country had enjoyed a
long period of peace. So, why then did it need a citizen volunteer army?
To set the scene Philip showed a photo of a fine sunny afternoon in July 1891 with
Hertford’s citizens enjoying a Grand Bazaar held to raise funds for the building of St
Nicholas Hall; one of the attractions of the day being a balloon launch. At this time
residents would regularly see a group of men about town kitted out in smart military
uniform with a rifle at the shoulder. They might be seen on Hartham Common, gathered
for drill or setting off on a route march to Bayford or Waterford, or heading off to
Panshanger Park for rifle practice.
His research showed that the Rifle Volunteers were formed around 1860 to help defend
the country against a French invasion. For much of the nineteenth century the British still
looked upon the French as the ‘enemy’ and there were several occasions when the threat
of war seemed real. Around this time there were many scaremongers who would point out
that by Continental standards the British Army was minute, with over half the troops
stationed overseas guarding the Empire, which some saw as leaving the British Isles
virtually defenceless. In 1851 when Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte proclaimed himself
Napoleon III, Emperor of the French, many were alarmed even though in 1854 Britain and
France joined forces against Russia in the Crimea. However, the basis of concern was that
Napoleon had also started an expansion of the French navy.
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In 1859 France declared war on Austria, causing the British press to ask if the country was
again under threat and whether its defences needed strengthening. One suggestion was
to create a volunteer Force to support the Regular Army. This was not a new idea as it
had happened previously, with Government sanctioning the formation of volunteer infantry
regiments (which were disbanded in 1813). However, the memory of that Force lived on in
private clubs set up by former Volunteers.
In the early nineteenth century there was seen considerable development in weapon
technology with the old smooth bore musket replaced by the breech-loading rifle. This
gave an improved infantry weapon and a growth in rifle-shooting as a sport. The
Government, however, did not feel there was a threat and did not support a Volunteer
Force. Following public pressure, it later agreed to the idea if others were prepared to
shoulder the cost. In May 1859 the Secretary of State for War issued a circular to Lords
Lieutenants of counties sanctioning the establishment of volunteer rifle corps if suitable
offers were made. By March 1860 some 90,000 men had enrolled and this grew to
150,000 across the country by that summer. Hertfordshire formed 12 corps, which were
numbered according to the date they enrolled, with Hertford being 1 st Corps, Watford 2nd,
Ware 9th and so on. Each corps had around 65 officers and men.
Hertford being the first formed was due to the efforts of Francis Thomas de Grey Cowper,
the 7th Earl Cowper. He was just 26 years old having come into his inheritance at the age
of 21 and was considered a rather shy modest sort of man but imbued with a keen sense
of public duty. A prime example of his public spirit was seen in him being at the forefront of
the movement in Hertford district. In May 1859 he founded the Hertford Rifle Club (HRC)
and provided a rifle range on his estate.
Later, at a public meeting at Shire Hall, Earl Cowper presented the proposal of the
formation of a Volunteer Rifle Corps. Many attended and the idea was supported. By midSeptember, the requirements having been met, the members of HRC resolved to offer
their services to Her Majesty. They also nominated their officers, with Earl Cowper being
their Captain, and his brother Henry and William Baker as Lieutenants. However, it was
now found that the Government’s assumption that each corps would be self-sufficient
proved mis-founded as they needed support from the public purse. From January 1860 it
supplied rifles and after 1862 the cost of uniforms. Also, as hundreds of corps were being
set up across the country an administrative nightmare was in the making so a battalion
structure was rushed into place. In Hertfordshire the 12 corps were formed into No 1 Bn, in
the west of the county, and No 2 Bn in the east side, which included Hertford.
The conditions in place effectively restricted recruitment to young men of the upper or
middle classes who could juggle work commitments. This caused criticism which Earl
Cowper addressed by splitting the Hertford Corps into two Companies. Existing members
would be No.1 Co. and a new No.2 Co. would allow members to pay their annual
subscription of one guinea in instalments and meet for drill in the evenings at the arcade at
Shire Hall. Philip then pointed out that with these changes the officers from the HQ of the
2nd Bn were promoted, with Earl Cowper elevated to Lieutenant Colonel. It was then
realised that despite their ranks none of these men had any military experience and where
were they to get it? In the first instance this was addressed by the recruitment of old
soldiers and appointing them as Sergeant Majors to undertake drill training. By 1862 the
total strength of the Hertford Corps was 155.
Although no muster book survived, press cuttings show that amongst the lower ranks were
the McMullen brothers (Alexander and Osmund), saddle and harness makers and those
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running drapery businesses. Another old soldier Sgt Thomas Stewart was called upon to
help train the Volunteers in musketry. All Volunteers undertook drill twice a week for an
hour or two and sometimes they would meet up with one of the other companies. For rifle
practice and proficiency the troops would meet up at the butts, established in 1859, in
Panshanger Park.
As regards funding, each Company received £1 for each man on the muster book. To
justify this expenditure the Government required the Company to demonstrate every
Volunteer was “efficient”. The measurement was number of drills attended and proficiency
at shooting. The Hertford Corps achieved a high level of marksmanship and was
renowned for the same across the county. The Volunteers put their skills into practice on
Field Days with the first being held at Panshanger in June 1862, when the 2nd Herts. Bn
was joined by the Cambridgeshire Light Horse and several London Companies. Many of
these Volunteers travelled to the Field Day by train via Hatfield and the branch line to Cole
Green station.
The highlight of the day’s activities was a sham battle where the Herts. Volunteers
defended a bridge over the River Mimram with the ‘visiting’ Volunteers forming the
attacking force. They attacked the bridge head on, being met with steady fire of blank
cartridges from the defenders. A flanking attack was launched by the Light Horse, at
which point the defenders were driven back off the bridge.
During such Field Days Earl Cowper would throw the park open to the public but, because
of the park topography and people vying for viewing points, there were problems caused
by the public often becoming mixed up amongst the troops. At the end of the day food and
drink stalls would be opened and Volunteer bands would play for the spectators.
Although such events were all well and good, maintaining the Volunteer’s interest and
commitment during the rest of the year could prove difficult. Getting men to turn out for drill
was a constant problem as, unlike the Regular Army, Volunteers could not be punished
and could resign with 14 days’ notice. As an incentive, rifle club activity was increased and
in 1860 the National Rifle Association was founded with the aims of encouraging
Volunteers and promoting rifle-shooting in general. There were also county branches of
the NRA, in Herts. from 1860. Every summer there would be a competition, with prizes,
open to efficient Volunteers. Initially the national meeting was held at Wimbledon but later
relocated to Bisley, Surrey. The Herts. Rifle Association held its events in August with Earl
Cowper sponsoring several prizes and other notables also offering prizes.
The Volunteers was very much a man’s world but they were happy to involve ladies in
sponsorship. A Ladies’ Challenge Cup was established in 1860 with ladies also being in
much demand for presenting the prizes.
The Force became well established and would continue for the next fifty years, with sons
following fathers into the ranks. However, with the Prussian victory over France in 1870 a
deep sense of unease returned to Britain and a general view developed that the future
could be bleak with many feeling the Volunteers would not be effective against battlehardened troops, especially as they had never been in battle. Their chance finally came
about in 1900 with the outbreak of war in South Africa against the Boer Republics. Many
Volunteers enlisted and a plaque, later erected on the former library at Old Cross in 1903,
pays honour to the men of Hertford who undertook active service.
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Although the men acquitted themselves well, the conflict showed the army to be shambolic
and badly led, with out-of-date tactics. This brought about many changes to training and a
spate of Army reforms which led to the Volunteer force being wound up and in 1908
reorganised as part of the new Territorial Army.
Corin Jones

Rifle Volunteers washing billy cans and on the march
Photographs are Copyright of Hertford Museum

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
St. Michael and All Angels Church, Waterford
A visit to the church and a talk by Dorothy Abel Smith on 21 June 2022
Dorothy welcomed us to the Grade II star listed church built by her great great
grandparents on a lovely summer’s evening. The light from outside shone through the
stained glass windows in such a way that we were truly able to appreciate their
craftsmanship and beauty. Our thanks go to Dorothy for an enjoyable and interesting talk,
for highlighting some very special features in the church and for answering our questions
as we walked around after her talk so that we could see them close up.
Dorothy’s great great grandfather, Robert Smith, was advised to spend three months in
Egypt to recover his health. Leaving their eight young children with a governess and two
nurses, his wife Isabel accompanied him. On their return, according to Isabel, Robert had
a “strong wish to build a church at Waterford, as a thank offering” for his recovery. The
distance to Bengeo’s Holy Trinity was used by those in Waterford as an excuse for not
going to church. It was hoped the new church would change that. Work began in 1871, Mr
Woodyer of Graffham, Surrey being the architect, and St. Michael and All Angels was
consecrated 150 years ago on 25 July 1872. It was built by Mr Chappell of Tring at a cost
of £2,800. The roof, porch and furnishings were all made of oak from the Goldings Estate.
It is built of Kentish Rag, a hard grey limestone, cornered with dressed Bath stone. Having
a nave and a chancel, it was built in the style of the Early English Gothic period of about
the late 12th century into the mid 13th century.
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Robert Smith was the second son of banker Abel Smith, MP for the County of Hertford
1834-47, and his wife, Frances Calvert. Abel inherited Woodhall, near Watton-at-Stone
and not far from Waterford village, on his father’s death in 1834. Robert joined the family
bank, Smith, Payne and Smiths (as it was known then) after being educated at Harrow and
at Trinity College, Cambridge. In 1857, on the occasion of his marriage to Isabel Adeane,
he was given the Goldings Estate, which adjoined Woodhall, and, two years later, his
father’s share in the bank.
The site chosen for the new church by Robert and Isabel was not far from their home in
Goldings. In her memoir Isabel wrote, “All the winter the building of the church and settling
all the details of the windows, reredos, font, etc., had been my great interest and helped to
pass many an hour....... Our one wish was to make it as perfect as we could, a wish in
which I may say we succeeded.” She continued by saying that the reredos was by J
Powell and Sons of the Whitefriars Glasshouse “made of glass mosaic – then a new
invention” and listed the stained glass windows and their designers. She mentioned that
“the books” were given by Mr Deedes, the Rector of Holy Trinity Church, Bengeo and the
red altar cloth was worked by Miss Fynes Clinton who lived at Waterford Cottage. Isabel
herself worked the altar stools and alms bags and gave the windows of the Annunciation,
St. Philip and St. John the Baptist. She wrote that “The window of St Michael was given by
Uncle Phil, Noah by Aunt Jane” and everything else was given by her husband.
Isabel recounted that the day of the consecration was a glorious hot one but followed by
one of the worst thunderstorms she could remember in the evening. Mr Woodyer did not
attend the consecration because “he never liked to hear his work praised or blamed”. As
the Bishop of St. Albans was abroad the Bishop of Winchester took the service. Whilst the
church was being built a choir of girls and men were being trained. The choir girls, wearing
white dresses, fichus (small triangular shawls tied around shoulders and necks) and straw
hats, processed into church “like choir boys”.
Externally, the appearance of St. Michael and All Angels may be considered by some as
quite unassuming. It sits raised up from the A602 within a small graveyard and surrounded
by a wall. Worthy of note, however, is the small bell tower that supports an octagonal
spire, both covered with cedar shingles. Internally it is a very different story, especially if
the sun is shining in. Visitors are greeted by an array of colours that seem to be
everywhere. Waterford Church is renowned for its stained glass windows, eight of which
were designed by pre-Raphaelite artists, manufactured in the Morris factories and installed
in 1872.
The church is entered through a deep porch of oak on its south side. On the left is the west
wall with three stained glass windows dated 1872; St. Philip as a Deacon and Noah are
both by Ford Madox Brown and St. John the Baptist is by Edward Burne-Jones. The
tracery above them all is by Philip Webb. Their plain glass backgrounds are very unusual
for their time. In the north wall opposite the door are windows of later dates: St. Cecilia and
Angel, 1929 by Karl Parsons, The Supper at Emmaus, 1928 by Douglas Strachan and The
Wise Virgins, 1888 by Selwyn Image. Whilst all the windows in the church are very special
and important works of art, the details and vibrant colours of St. Cecilia and Angel really
are wonderful.
The door being situated at the far western end of the south side of the church means that
having entered there is a need for a turn to the right to look down its length through the
nave and the eye is immediately drawn towards the chancel with its three walls adorned
with glass mosaics. Above the altar is the most beautiful reredos. Dorothy explained how
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glass was ground up into a fine powder and mixed with soft clay to produce tiles that
include gold leaf under a top layer of thin glass. The figures on the reredos are of The
Blessed Virgin, St. Michael, St. John, and St. Gabriel with two angels at prayer.
Above the reredos, the East window of 1872 is in three parts. The central section showing
the Nativity was especially designed by Burne-Jones for the consecration. The Angels in
Excelsis may be by Dante Gabriel Rossetti. The sections either side, designed by William
Morris, are each split horizontally in two. The four panels created by these divisions each
feature an angel playing an instrument (harp, organ, pipe and cymbals). Their pale
coloured clothing stands out well against the mostly green backgrounds that all consist of
a woven fence, two trees and grass with small plants around their feet. Above all these are
four circular medallions. The top one is an angel with a lute by Morris. The other three, all
designed by Burne-Jones, are each of an angel holding an instrument – an organ, a horn
and a T-shaped dulcimer.
For such a small church, in 1872 the eight stained glass windows by eminent craftsmen of
the time must have made a huge impression on those who viewed them. The four not yet
mentioned are in the Chancel. St. Michael in golden armour by William Morris is in the
north wall. In the south wall are the Prophetess Miriam and King David, both by BurneJones and a window in two parts by William Morris, one with the Archangel Gabriel and
the other with the Blessed Virgin.
It’s presumed that the six windows that are not dated 1872 were of plain glass at that time.
The three remaining windows in the church, all in the south wall of the Nave and all
designed by Burne-Jones, were erected in memory of Robert, Isabel and the Revd.
Charles Deedes. The middle of the three, 1876, is of St. Peter and in memory of Mr
Deedes, with whom the Smiths had a very good two-way relationship. To its left, dated
1896, is the memorial to Robert (d.1894) named The Men of Galilee and to its right the
one to Isabel, 1917, with Christ is Love on its right hand side and St. Mary the Virgin on its
left hand side.
If you have not already visited Waterford Church do look out for an opportunity to do so.
You will not be disappointed. The windows are not the only things to see!
Fran Wallis
Dorothy Abel Smith’s great great grandmother, Isabel Smith, wrote down some of her
recollections about her childhood and her married life for her children’s benefit. They
remained hidden until 1977. Dorothy was given them and, having edited them, put them
together with brief accounts of some her family’s history and of Goldings and other places
mentioned in Isabel’s memoir.
“And Such A Name – The recollections of Mrs Robert Smith of Goldings (1839 – 1913)”
by Dorothy Abel Smith is a fascinating read. Dorothy can be rightly proud of all that her
ancestors have contributed to their local communities and further afield.

QUIZ NIGHT TICKETS NOW ON SALE AT THE MUSEUM
See Page 12 for details
All proceeds to support the Museum’s IT
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The Seed Warehouse, Hertford
Tours of the Museum’s Stores by Sara Taylor and Kathryn Saunders on 9 July 2022
Curator Sara Taylor and Assistant Curator Kathryn Saunders each took a group of us on a
tour of the Museum’s Stores at the Seed Warehouse. We entered the Stores through the
Mill Bridge Rooms from the Wash, Hertford. We were able to enjoy a reception with drinks
and a great selection of finger foods, all kindly prepared and donated by Debbie and
Charles Ledsam. Many thanks to them all, and also to Jean Riddell, for a very informative
and pleasant way to spend our July meeting.
When the Andrews brothers first began to display items in their shop window in Hertford
from 1903 it was like opening a window on the world. Their collections grew and, after
finding that the only way to fund the setting up of a museum in Hertford would be to do it
themselves, in 1913 they bought the building in Bull Plain that is still used today, primarily
for the display of artefacts. The remainder of what now amounts to over 100,000 artefacts
in the care of Hertford Museum are housed in the Seed Warehouse.
It was good to see in action the roller racking which both FOHM and some individual
Friends helped purchase. The shelving in the stores is divided up into numbered bays. In
particular, the archaeological collections take up a great deal of space. The new roller
racking has created an extra 30 bays which have already proved very useful.
Nowadays developers often have to employ archaeologists to work on land before they
can begin building. As the Museum’s collecting area covers 30 villages around Hertford,
the potential for new depositions of archaeology is on-going. For every box of
archaeological finds now deposited by a developer, a one off payment is made to the
Museum for their permanent storage.
Many rocks and fossils are kept but unfortunately it is not known where the majority come
from. They belonged to collections which were mixed up about seventy years ago when
their contents were sorted by type. Careful cataloguing since then ensures that doesn’t
happen again.
Sometimes items are studied by students. Finds from a huge and important burial site in
Braughing are amongst those studied and the collection of Addis toothbrushes has been
used by Bournemouth University in their study of the properties of plastics. Some of the
earlier plastics become unstable and need special care. Toothbrushes are in a display on
the first floor of the Museum but the majority are housed in the Seed Warehouse.
Once accepted by the Museum, every object is recorded with its own individual accession
number along with the bay number and also the shelf and/or box where it can be found.
For many years now the numbers used at Hertford, as with other museums, consist of
letters that identify the museum and the year the item is accessioned followed by numbers
that refer to the order in which the object was added to the museum’s collections. For
example, HETFM : 2022.1 was the first item accessioned in 2022.
Some items are too large to be displayed in the Museum. The wooden hay wagon wouldn’t
go through the door! The pillar box is very heavy with all the concrete that held it in the
ground still attached to it. The 4th century Roman corn drying oven, one of four found on
land at Foxholes Farm on the outskirts of Hertford town, has its own room. It arrived at the
Seed Warehouse in two pieces. Under floor heating dried out barley for brewing beer at a
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time when an extended group farm settlement produced everything that it needed. It is the
only corn dryer known to be under cover.
The large items share the ground floor with the wildlife room and a large room with shelves
full of all sorts of smaller items from all sorts of eras and walks of life. Though probably not
to most people’s taste now, the local animals and birds, alongside some from across the
world, in the taxidermy collection must have excited and educated people before the
access to travel and information that we can enjoy today. The collections of smaller items
include ephemera, ethnology, fine art, geology, natural history, photographs and social
history and the Hertfordshire Regiment, much of which is in the Seed Warehouse. There
are many household items from everyday life which some might recognise, scientific
instruments and materials from changed or demolished buildings. One Friend was pleased
to see the cage with a blackbird inside it that used to hang outside the Blackbirds pub in
Parliament Square. The collections are an important source of material for the Museum’s
temporary exhibitions.
On our way to the first floor we stopped to look the Newsham Fire Pump which was
restored with funding from FOHM several years ago and from across the landing viewed a
very large photograph of Mill Bridge after a bomb dropped there in 1944. Then in the
Museum’s library we found Jean Riddell busy working away as a volunteer. She explained
what happens in the library but that’s for another newsletter. Finally, Sara Taylor took my
group to see the all important roller racking and to demonstrate how it works.
Everything stored in the Seed Warehouse shows how people lived in and around Hertford
across the centuries. Look out for the next public opening if you were unable to visit with
us in July to see behind the scenes of the Museum for yourself.
Fran Wallis
The book called “Celebrating Our Centenary - 100 Years of Hertford Museum”
at the reduced price of £3 is a bargain!
Available at the Museum or from the online shop
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

40th Anniversary Garden Party on Saturday 23 July in Waterford
We set off for a walk to Waterford from Bengeo with four friends saying “How lucky we are
with the weather”, little knowing that there were to be at least another six weeks of even
more scorching weather to come.
Tony and Primrose Oakden’s beautiful garden at the Old Vicarage looked a picture, with
green lawns (remember those?), gazebos and tables set out with pretty floral decorations.
As always, a great deal of work had gone on behind the scenes before the day, which was
much appreciated by the 70 guests, including Hertford’s Mayor, Mrs Susan Barber.
There was plenty of time to enjoy a complimentary glass of fizz or something weaker as
people mingled and caught up after what had been a very long time since the previous
Garden Party. As always, the dreaded Covid 19 was a hot topic of conversation to begin
with - have you had it? how many times? were you very ill? and then things moved on to
talk of holidays and all the pleasant things that have been able to continue as restrictions
and FOGO (fear of going out) have eased.
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On this occasion, the Committee had decided to use the services of an excellent and
professional caterer and before long they had set out their array of delicious salads, frittata
and chicken and avocado salad, followed by strawberries and cream. It was a time to
remember dear Baden Browne and his team who had laboured away for so many years to
produce the lunches in the past.
To boost funds raised on the day there was the usual book, plant and cake stall. Guests
dug deep into their pockets and supported these and the raffle which had many and varied
prizes. Dorothy Toyn had made a marvellous celebratory cake for the occasion, which
everyone enjoyed.
Chairman Charles Ledsam thanked everyone for coming and supporting FOHM and also
the Museum which has managed to keep going with many interesting projects during the
past difficult years.
All-in-all, a very relaxed and pleasant afternoon spent socialising, eating and drinking with
friends, with the added bonus of £1,061 raised for FOHM funds.
Sally Paque

??????

QUIZ NIGHT IS BACK!

??????

Friday 14 October – 7 pm for 7.30 pm
Sele Farm Community Centre, Perrett Gardens, Hertford
Tickets £12 each – include ploughman’s supper
Teams of 8 – Bring your own drink and glasses
Tickets Available at Hertford Museum Now!

A SALE OF ART
at ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH on SATURDAY 26 NOVEMBER
From 10 am with a reception for FOHM and supporters of Hertford Museum at 6.30 pm

Refreshments available during the day provided by All Saints’.
Framed and unframed works all generously donated by Hertford Art Society
will raise funds for the Museum’s IT requirements.
An evening reception hosted by FOHM will be held from 6.30 to 8.30 pm.
There will be no charge but donations for drinks and nibbles will be gratefully received.

Please Support this New Fundraising and Social Event
The money raised by the sale of the paintings will help the Museum.

Raffle Prizes Required
Please leave anything you would like to donate for the Quiz Night raffle
at the Museum by Wednesday 12 October. Thank you.
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GARDEN PARTY 23 JULY 2022

Tony and Primrose Oakden, garden hosts,
line up with Mayors past and present.

Mayor Susan Barber cuts the
40th anniversary cakes made by
Dorothy Toyn as FOHM Chair,
Charles Ledsam, and Jill and
Peter watch.

Left to Right: Bob Deering, Jill Geall,
Tony, Susan Barber, Peter Ruffles and
Primrose.

Smiles from some of the guests and, on
the left hand side of the photograph on
the right, Hertford Museum’s Assistant
Curator, Kathryn Saunders.

Photographs courtesy of Dorothy Toyn and Jennie Gray
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EXHIBITIONS
These two exhibitions
are currently at the
Museum.
You still have a chance
to view Hertford’s Lost
Buildings before it is
replaced by The Proof of
the Pudding Stone that
will be about geology.

The paintings of Dr George
Towers are to be found in
the Museum’s Foyer.
The Infirmary became
Hertford County Hospital.

An in-house publication
about Hertford’s lost
buildings, with the same
name as this exhibition,
is available from the
Museum shop at just £4.
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