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Thank you for taking part in  

Hertford Museum 

We want everyone to have the best 
Wagathon possible so please do abide by 

our guidelines below: 
 

• Please clear up any 

dog waste and  
 dispose  

 responsibly in dog 
 waste bins 
 

• Leash your dog in  
 areas where animals are grazing 

 

• Take home any litter or dispose of it 

in rubbish bins 
 

• Please be considerate of other  

 people and dogs along the route  
 

• Close any gates behind you 
 

• Abide by any land 

owners’ instruction  
signage on the route 
 

• Some parts of the 

route near Ware Park are 

accessible by vehicles so 
please leash your dog where  

     appropriate 

1. Hertford Swimming Pool 

The open air pool started life in 
1875 as simply part of the 

River Beane bounded off by 

gates. This was replaced in 

the 1930s by a purpose 
built lido but in 1988 this 

was converted to todays 

swimming baths at Hartham 

Leisure Centre. 
 

2. Hertford Lock and the Lea Navigation 

The Lea Navigation, the straight stretch of river cut and 

diverted from here to Mill Bridge, was cut in the 18
th
 

century, to allow larger barges access 
to Hertford. Grain, wool, oil cakes 

and seeds were all transported 

from here into London.  

Hertford Lock was first  
constructed in 1769. The Lock 

House was built in 1877 to 

house the lock keeper. 

Key 
Areas where it is advisable to place 

your dog on a lead 

Hertford Museum refreshment  

and information stand 

S Stile 
The Route 

Much of the route is very easy to follow but 

our volunteers are on hand to provide  

directions if you have any problems. Below is 

some extra guidance for the less obvious  

section of the route. 

 

At Glaxo 

• Take footpath 30 at the Glaxo car park 

and follow to Ware Park Road and then 

turn left. 

• After crossing the flyover go straight on 

and follow byway 98 until you come to a 

gate into the field and go in. 

• Walk through the fields, parallel to the 

path and then follow the pathway by the 

farmhouse. 

• Keep following byway 98 through the 

wooded area to the River Rib and cross 

the footbridge. 

• Cross the stile on the other side of the 

field and bear right up to St Leonards. 
 

4. The Mill House & Ware Park Mill 

The Mill House was built circa 
1800 by James Fordham and 

was the home of the Ware 

Park Millers, conveniently 

situated next to the mill. It 
became derelict but has  

recently been sympathetically 

restored by the current owners. 

Ware Park Mill itself was five  
stories tall and the only overshot mill in town,  

meaning that it was turned by water flowing over the 

wheel rather than under, a relatively novel feat of  

engineering when it was built in 1721. 
 

5. The Gauge House & the New River 

The New River was constructed in the 

early 17
th 

century to augment 

London’s supply of drinking water. 
The Gauge House was built in 

1856 to measure and control 

the amount of water drawn from 

the River Lea into the New  

River. The gauge keeper formerly 
lived on site. 

 

6. The Kingsmead Viaduct 

The A10 flyover was designed to reduce traffic in Ware 

High Street. Several cottages in Ware 
Road were demolished to make 

space for it and it finally opened 

in 1976. 
 

7. Manifold Ditch 
This was once a circuitous 

route navigable by boat but 

the New River Company built 

a dam here in 1619 to divert 
water into the New River. Local 

bargemen were so angry about this 

that they destroyed several bridges erected by King 

James, to facilitate hunting and hawking in the area, to 

punish him for financing the operation. 

3. Kings Meads 

For centuries, the Meads were common land and  
people had the right to graze animals here between 

August and February. In 1627 Charles I sold the Kings 

Meads to the Corporation of Hertford and his son 

Charles II extended Hertford’s boundary to Chadwell 
Mead. Commoners’ rights to graze cattle were finally 

negated in 1972. Today the Meads are one of the  

largest water meadows in the county, with 265  

different species of wildflowers and 119 bird species 
recorded here. 

8. Former Allen & Hanbury’s Factory 

The pharmaceutical firm, later 
absorbed and enlarged by 

Glaxo, opened their Ware 

factory in Priory Street in 

1892, specialising in the 
production of formulas for 

infants and invalids as well 

as medicinal pastilles. 

 
9. Ware Park Manor 

The current building, now divided into apartments, is 

the third incarnation on the site. 

It was purchased by the 
County Council in 1919 

and converted into a  

sanitorium, primarily for 

people suffering from TB, 

closing in the 1970s. 
 

10. St Leonard’s Church 

Hertford’s oldest surviving 

church, St Leonards was built in 
the 12

th
 century. Remains of an anchorite cell and 

squint can still be seen. Anchorites were devout  

people who chose to be locked away, some were 

even walled into cells, devoting their time to prayer. 
Servants were required to provide food and remove 

their waste. Some cells, like this one, had a squint, a 

small window allowing the anchorite to view church 

services. 



S
ta

rt
 a

n
d
 f
in

is
h
 


