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Happy New Year!
And what a year it promises to be! Plenty of excitement
awaits in your newly refurbished and much improved
Hertford Museum! The museum is nearly ready to open its
doors after more than a year of major redevelopment work
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, along with donations
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| long-awaited opening date is Saturday 27th February .

As ever, the museum continues to be free admission and visitors can look forward to:
Displays about the early museum on the ground floor and displays about the town and its
people on the first floor
Fun things for all ages including trails, quizzes and dressing up
A brand new extension, called ‘The Andrews Room’ which will be a multi purpose room for
activities, talks, school visits and groups (see page 3)
Lifts to enable access to all public areas of the museum
3 new computers with broadband internet access for our visitors to use
A new visitor shop and reception area
A refurbished and accessible temporary exhibition space that will change regularly
A ‘Resource Room’ for people who want to research local history
The Jacobean garden, with cream teas on Saturdays in spring and summer
A touch-screen kiosk where visitors can access our amazing collection of photographs of
the town and other local areas

Moore comes to Hertford Museum  ‘Henry Moore: Sheep’ will be
the very first temporary exhibition at the newly refurbished Hertford
Museum running from Saturday 27th February until 5th June. AR
Visitors will be able to see sheep etchings and sculptures loaned by = i
the Henry Moore Foundation. There will be plenty of sheep “
activities for kids in the Easter Holidays. Come along to an evening
talk on Wednesday 19th May at 7.30pm  (during Adult Learner’s
Week) where Assistant Curator Suzanne Eustace from the Henry
Moore Foundation will be talking about Moore’s Sheep. Tickets £5 including tea/coffee. Please
check individual posters in the exhibition and the museum’s website for more details.

Hertford Museum
18 Bull Plain, Hertford
SG14 1DT
Tel: 01992 582686
OPEN: (from 27th Feb 2010) 10am—5pm, Tues to Sat
Email: hertftordmuseum@btconnect.com
www.hertfordmuseum.org
Supported by Hertford Town Council
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Forthcoming Temporary Exhibitions in 2010:

Henry Moore: Sheep (on loan from the Henry Moore Foundation) 27th February - 5th June
Exhibition of textiles by local artist Elspeth Kemp 11th June - 17th July
‘Another time, another place’, an exhibition of landscape paintings capturing images and memories from

across Hertfordshire and worldwide by Cathy Smale 24th July—25th Sept
Children’s TV Characters* 9th October 2010— January 2011

*if you have any TV character toys from bygone days that we can borrow for this
exhibition, please do get in touch with us!

The Andrews Room. The brand new extension has been named in memory of the
two brothers who founded Hertford Museum in 1903. This room is multi-purpose
and will be used for a variety of functions as well as for school bookings and
activities. This room can be hired. Please contact us on 01992 552686. Left: Vice
Chair of Hertford Museum Trustees, Nigel Poulton with Heritage Lottery Fund
Monitor, Martyn Cooper looking around the new Andrews Room

Country Market comes to Hertford Museum The former W.I. market that was
formerly held in the Castle Hall is coming to the Andrews Room at Hertford Museum every Friday, 1pm-
3pm from 9th April onwards. All the favourite stalls can be found; cakes, crafts, jewellery and plants.

Hidden Hertford Walks. FREE! Our hugely popular programme of Sunday morning town tours will be
continuing in 2010, including some new walks. These are all run by a team of museum volunteers and
are FREE, although donations towards the running of the museum are always needed. Booking is essen-
tial as places are limited. Check the website www.hertfordmuseum.org or give us a call to find out about
the exciting new programme, 01992 582686.

Museums at Night 2010, Saturday 15 " May between 6.00 — 8.30 pm Join us for an
evening at the museum. Details will be on posters and the next newsletter.

Hertford DVD, the Sequel! A sequel to Peter Ruffles’ popular first ‘Hertford’ DVD will be
available to buy from the museum from the 27th February onwards! Due to popular
demand, the DVD is slightly longer than the first and will concentrate on the rivers and
three parts of the neighbourhood which were at one time separate. It will also be full of the
usual quirks and odd facts about the town. Peter Ruffles will be signing copies at Hertford Museum on
Saturday 13th March, from 11lam—212pm.

Community Resources boxes for Hertford Museum! Hertford Museum has been awarded £500 from
‘Museums Luton Small Grants Scheme’ to develop a series of ‘resource boxes’ containing objects for
groups to use. The Curator had previously consulted with museum regulars from Geddings Day Service
about what they would like to make more of their visits. The boxes will contain objects and dressing up
items and will cover themes such as shops, schools, law and order and transport. These boxes will be
made available to use in the museum, in the Andrews Room (or the Resource Room for smaller groups)
or to take out. For a small fee you can use the boxes in the museum or alternatively, hire them out.
Please contact Eleanor Payne on 01992582686 for more details.

RECEIVE OUR NEWSLETTER BY POST! Our newsletter is published in Jan, May and Sept . If
you would like to receive a copy as soon asitis p rinted, please complete this form and enclose 3x
2nd class stamps.

Please send to Hertford Museum, 18 Bull Plain, Hertford, HERTS SG14 1DT. The newsletter is also
available to view on the website www.hertfordmuseum.org. The newsletter is also available in
large print. Please email or telephone or ask at reception.




Day and Evening Courses at Hertford Museum, for adu Its from April 2010 in conjunction with the
University of Cambridge Centre for Continuing Educa tion.

We are taking bookings for the two courses for adults starting in April:

‘The Musee d’Orsay and its collections’  is run by Margaret Davis and combines discussion of
collection setting Impressionism and Post Impressionism in the full context of contemporary art. The 10
week course starts on Monday 10th April at 7pm and costs £70.

‘Discovering the Lost Gardens of Hertfordshire’ with Anne Rowe. Participants will learn how to spot
the clues and find out about some gardens which were once glorious but have since disappeared—
almost! The 10 week course starts on Friday 23rd April at 10am and costs £70.

If you would like further information on the above courses or would like an enrolment form, please
contact us at Hertford Museum 01992 582686 or email  us on: hertfordmuseum@btconnect.com

NO PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE REQUIRED.

A note from our Chairman of the Trustees, Mr. Colin Harris

2010 is going to be the most exciting year for our Museum. When you see what has happened during the
closure period you will understand why. It is amazing! So many of you have contributed so much to the
cost of our redevelopment that | want you to know how grateful we are for all your efforts. But we still
need just over £26,000 to pay for it all, so "just one more heave!" .

When we are up and running again we are going to need considerably more by way of revenue to meet
additional maintenance costs. Did you know that before we closed we had more than 30,000 visitors a
year, but only a meagre £1,000 was placed in the donation box? So we are designing a new receptacle in
the hope that when visitors really enjoy their visit admiring the new displays they might be persuaded to
pop a pound into the box.

Hertford Museum is YOUR museum! Please help!

Donation Form | would like to donate to Hertford Museum’s Development Fund £............ And enclose
a cheque for that amount.
Please Gift Aid my donation
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My Favourite Object. In each edition of the newsletter, a member of
museum staff tells of their favourite object from the collection and why.
This time it’s the turn of Assistant Curator Sara Taylor

Sara has chosen Late Neolithic Fengate Urn fragments from

Foxholes Farm, “named after a site in Cambridgeshire where this type

of pottery has been found. The complete pot would have been quite

deep and about 12 cm in diameter. The rim and the upper body were

decorated with comb marks, but the lower body was decorated by the
potter by making indentations with his or her fingernails. These fragments are not by far the oldest objects
in the Museum'’s collection but what | most like about them is the connection they give us to the potter,
who made this urn approximately 5000 years ago. The depth of the indentations also indicate that the
potter had long fingernails, suggesting someone who was not involved in heavy agricultural work. These
fragments highlight what to me is the most exciting part of archaeology; that people of the past were just
like any of us today, going about their daily work, probably grumbling a bit when things didn’t always go
right, rather than remote historical figures”.




